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A  Dialogue  between  a  Master-Manufacturer 
and  one  of  his  Workmen. 


Workman.  /^OOD  morning,  matter;  I  am  come 
to  tell  you  I  cannot  work  to-day. 

Majier.  Why,  John,  what  is  the  matter,  are  you 
ill? 

W.  No,  thank  God !  but  I  have  made  an  en- 
gagement, which  I  want  to  go  to. 

M.  Confider,  John,  you  have  a  wife  and  four 
children,  who  entirely  depend  upon  you  for  fupport; 
and,  if  you  remain  idle  but  one  day  in  the  weak,  you 
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loft"  one  fixth  part  of  what  is  to  flibfiil  you  and  them, 
and  you  wrong  your  family  ! 

W.  Ah,  mailer !  what  Signifies  a  wife  and  children, 
when  compared  to  liberty!  It  is  to  meet  the  friends  of 
liberty  that  I  am  going;  and,  when  I  think  of  the  lights 
of  man,  I  never  think  of  the  wrongs  of  my  family. 

M.     I  find  then,  John,  you  are  for  the  new  fyilem? 

W.  Yes,  Mailer  ?  and  fo  would  you,  had  you  read 
Tom  Paine:  he  makes  it  quite  clear  that  we  are  all  born 
equal,  and  that  we  ought  to  have  remained  fo  ;  and  that 
it  is  a  ihame  to  have  kings  and  lords  amongft  a  people 
who  ought  to  live  like  brethren. 

M.  Indeed,  John,  I  fcldom  read,  except  in  my 
Bible  and  Ledger;  it  is  fufficient  for  me  to  mind  my 
fhop,  poft  my  books,  and  take  care  of  my  affairs.  On 
Sunday,  which  is  a  day  of  leifure,  I  go  to  church,  and 
am  content,  without  perplexing  myfelf  with  different 
doctrines,. to.  lifben  to  the  par  ion  of  my  pariih,  who  re- 
commends me  to  live  in  peace,  and  to  do  as  I  would 
be  done  by.  Yet,.  I  own,  Mr.  Paine's  book  made  fo 
much  noife,  that,  from  curbiky,  I  have  read  it,  and  I 
find  nothing  in  it  to  make  me  alter  my  conduct. 

W.  What,  mailer!  are  you  an  enemy  to  the  rights 
of  man  ? 

M.  No,  John!  but  I  aro  a  friend,  to  the  happinefs 
of  man;  and  I  would  prevent  him  from  exercifing 
rights  which  are  inju: ;i.ous  to  himielf.  Mr.  Prune  has 
raid,  that  every  age  and  generation  are  free;  but  it  is 

not 
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not  the  queftion,  whether  they  may,  but  whether  they 
mighty  in  prudence  to  ufe  that  Freedom;  and  whether  by 
tiling  will  better  themftives;  and,  that  I  may  be 

able  to  judge,  let  me  know,  John!  of  what  you  and 
your  party  compbin. 

IT.  J.  ■ -rd,  matter!  why  you  know  well  eflon 
We  complain  that  fume  are  too  rich,  that  others  arc- 
poor,  that  the  people-  are  tawd  to  fu£po?t  the  expences 
of  the  king,  and  that  the  money  we  labour  for  is  taken 
from  us,  and  Iquandered  in  places  and  pennons.  We 
diflike  lords:  Why  mould  a  man  be  a  lord  becaufe  his 
r  was  ? — We  diflike  kings:  Why  fhould  one  man 
be  matter  of  fo  many  millions,  wh  pood  as  him- 

felf?— We  diilike  the  mode  of  elections :  Why  mould 
not  every  man  be  entitled  to  a  vote  ?— In  fhort,  pro- 
viGons  are  too  high,  liberty  is  too  low,  and  we  would 
be  fjee  and  equal,  as  they  are  in  France. 

M.  Ah!  John,  thefe  are  numerous  complaints  and 
great  grievances  to  be  fuiej  bur,  that  we  may  perfectly 
ui,  erftand  them,  let  us  examine  them  feparately.  Your 
firit  complaint  is,  that  lbme  are  too  rich,  and  others 
too  poor. 

W.     Why  don't  you  think  fo,  mailer? 
M.     Indeed,  John,  I  do  not:  and,  though  there 
may  be  fome  exceptions,  which  under  no  government 
can   be  prevented,    I   believe  people  in  general  may 
choofe  whether  they  will  be  rich  or  poor. 
W.     Why,  mafter,  I  choofe  to  be  rich. 
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M.  How,  John,  you  choofe  to  be  rich,  when  you 
are  this  very  day  going  to  make  holiday  !  You  earn, 
John,  a  guinea  a  week,  which,  excluding  Sundays,  is 
three  fhillings  and  fix-pence  a  day;  and,  if  in  every  week 
you  lofe  a  day,  you  lofe  nine  pounds  two  fhillings  a 
year;  this,  in  fourteen  years,  would  make  the  fum  of  one 
hundred  and  ninety-two  pounds,  I  believe  you  will 
confefs,  that,  every  day  you  make  holiday,  you  fpend 
on  yourfelf  as  much  as  you  mifs  getting:  and  thus,  in 
fourteen  years,  you  might  have  faved  three  hundred 
and  eighty -four  pounds, 

W.  Ah,  mafrer !  every  body  has  not  the  fame 
head  for  theie  reckonings  that  you  have. 

M.  Every  body,  John,  has  nearly  the  fame  head, 
but  every  body  has  not  the  fame  inclinations  to  make 
ufe  of  it.  The  idle  man,  who  prefers  pleafure  to  gain, 
fays,  it  is  but  one  day,  and  but  three  fhillings  and 
fix-pence  loft.  The  frugal  man,  who  prefers  gain  to 
pleafure,  fays,  it  is  an  hour,  and  that  is  three-pence 
farthing  got.  The  firft  clamours  againft  government 
becaufe  he  remains  poor  through  his  own  indolence  and 
extravagance;  the  lad  is  contented  with  it,  becaufe  it 
fecures  to  him  the  fruits  of  his  induftry  and  economy. 

W.     To  be  fure,  mafter,  there  is  fome  truth  in  that. 

M.  I  began  the  world,  John,  juft  as  you  did.  I 
was  the  fon  of  a  fmall  farmer,  whofe  condition  was  little 
better  than  that  of  a  common  labourer.  I  had  learned 
to  read  and  write  at  a  charity-lchool.    I  was  firft  porter, 
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then  clerk,  and  afterwards  partner  in  the  houfe  I 
entered  into.  I  am  now  fifty  years  of  age,  and  am 
worth  thirty  thoufand  pounds.  The  laws  of  my  country 
fecure  me  in  the  polTeflion  of  it ;  the  king  dare  not 
touch  a  farthing  of  it :  I  pay  taxes,  it  is  true,  and  they 
are  confiderable ;  but  I  pay  them  as  a  contribution  for 
the  protection  of  the  reft  of  my  property :  heavy  as 
they  are,  they  are  certainly  not  beyond  the  ftrength  of 
the  nation,  fince  it  flourifhes  under  them ;  nor  is  my 
own  fituation  lingular,  fince  the  rife  and  condition  of 
my  neighbours  have  been  and  are  nearly  the  fame. 

W.  But  certainly,  mafter,  you  would  pay  lefs  taxes 
if  you  were  not  to  allow  the  king  a  million  a  year. 

M.  A  great  deal  has  been  faid  about  this  million  a 
year;  but,  though  the  fum  founds  great,  when  examined 
it  will  not  be  found  much:  he  pays  out  of  it  the  judges, 
the  foreign  ambafladors,  the  fecretaries  of  ftate,  and 
other  minifters.  Without  thefe  no  governmennt  ever 
attempted  to  (land,  not  even  the  new  one  of  France : 
and,  when  thefe  deductions  are  made,  the  fum  will  not 
be  fo  enormous  as  you  fuppofe, 

Inftead  of  a  king,  I  will  fuppofe  a  national  afTembly, 
as  in  France :  the  members  I  will  fix  at  feven  hundred 
and  forty-five,  as  there ;  and  the  falaries  of  each  at  five 
hundred  pounds  per  annum,  a  fum  in  proportion  to 
what  is  allowed  in  France :  thus,  John,  when  we  had 
got  rid  of  monarchy,  we  mould  ftill  have  near  four 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  to  pw,  be&des  fupporting 
our  judges  and  our  minifters. 
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II'.  But  then,  mafter,  if  you  could  itrike  off  the 
penfions ! 

M.  The  peniions,  John,  are  chiefly  paid  out  of 
the  fame  million;  and  how  far,  John,  do  you  think  it 
would  be  iuftice  or  policy  to  reduce  every  man  to  want, 
who  has  krved  his  country  bravely  and  faithfully.  You 
got  drunk,  I  remember,  John,  when  Rodney  beat  the 
French ;  you  then  thought  he  and  his  family  deferved 
every  things  you  now  wifti  to  make  his  children, 
beggar  s. 

W.  However,  mafter,  taking  away  the  titles  would 
do  no  harm ! 

M.  It  might,  John;  and  I  am  fure  it  would  do  no 
good.  In  this  country,  induftry  and  frugality  are  the 
fources  of  every  thing,  and  their  rewards  cannot  be  too 
numerous ;  and  why  fhould  I  be  deprived  of  any  dif- 
tinftion  which  accompanies  thofe  qualities  ? 

W.  You,  mafter !  why  you  are  merry,  furely :  you 
do  not  expect  to  be  made  a  lord  ? 

M.  Certainly  I  do  not,  John  j  but  it  is  not  at  all 
improbable  that  my  children  mould.  I  have  four  fons; 
my  eldeft  I  have  bred  up  to  my  own  buiinefs,  and  I 
biefs  God  that  he  is  diligent,  fober,  and  frugal ;  my 
fecond  is  at  the  Temple,  and  iludies  the  law;  my  third 
is  in  the  army;  and  my  fourth  is  in  die  navy.  It  is 
from  fuch  as  thefe  that  lords  are  made  :  the  firft  purfues 
trade,  purchafes  lands,  his  fon  becomes  an  efquire,  is 
returned  to  parliament,  and,  i£  he  has  abilities,  may 
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juftly  pretend  to  a  peerage.  The  road  of  the  other  is 
more  immediate:  eloquence,  fkill,  and  valour,  conducT: 
them  to  eminence  in .  their  profeffions,  and  they  are 
made  lords  by  the  lame  means  that  have  promoted  the 
whole  houie  of  peers ;  fuch  has  been  the  condition  of 
all ;  and  what  has  happened  to  them  may  happen  to 
my  children,  and  might  to  yours,  if,  inftead  of  attending 
levelling  meetings,  you  would  work  every  day  in  the 
week. 

W.  Well,  m after;  but,  though  your  children  may 
come  to  be  lords,  they  can  never  come  to  be  kings  j 
and  I  do  not  fee  why  a  particular  man,  whether  he  is 
wife  or  foolifh,  fhould  be  made  the  mailer  of  fo  many 
millions  ? 

M.  I  underftand  you,  John :  you  do  not  lee  any 
reafon  why  the  crown  mould  be  hereditary.  I  have 
already  told  you  I  do  not  ftudy  politics  much,  and  I 
fancy  that  is  one  of  the  reafons  that  I  have  fucceeded 
fo  well  in  bufinefs ;  for  two  of  my  neighbours,  who 
were  thought  to  underftand  as  much  of  the  affairs  of 
Europe  as  moft  men,  underftood,  I  find,  fo  litde  of  their 
own,  that  they  have  become  bankrupts,  and  I  am  told 
will  not  pay  three  fhillings  in  the  pound.  Yet,  though 
I  do  not  ftudy  politics,  thofe  who  do  are  fo  very  induf- 
trious  in  communicating  their  knowledge,  that  I  daily 
hear  fomething:  when  any  of  thefe  come  to  buy  at  my 
fhop,  they  generally  turn  the  chfcourfe  that  way ;  and 
I  have  learned  from  them  that  there  is  but  one  crown 
in  Europe  elective,  and  that  is  the  crown  of  Pol 
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and  1  find  that  the  very  people,  who  have  appeared  mouV 
zealous  for  abolifhing  hereditary  diftinctions  here,  have 
attempted  to  render  the  crown  hereditary  there.  You 
fee,  John,  how  one  part  of  their  conduct  contradifls 
another;  and  hence,  I  conclude,  that  their  principal 
object  is  to  talk  themfelves,  or  to  hear  others  talk  of 
them. 

Nor  is  the  king  either  your  matter  or  mine,  he  can 
neither  make  us  go  here  or  there,  to  do  this  or  that : 
he  cannot  take  from  us  a  farthing,  neither  he  nor  his 
minifler  can  encroach  upon  the  liberty  of  the  meaneft 
Briton ;  and,  if  they  do,  they  are  fubject  to  damages 
m  a  court  of  law, 

IV,  All  this,  matter,  is  very  well;  but  why  fhould 
I  not  vote  for  a  member  of  parliament  as  well  as  you  ? 

M.  I  have  already  told  you,  John,  that  induftry 
ml  economy  are  in  this  country  the  fource  of  every 
thing :  it  is  by  the  firft  alone  that  a  fortune  can  be 
made,  and  it  is  by  the  laft  alone  that  it  can  be  kept. 
Inttead  of  working  only  five  days  in  the  week,  work 
fix;  and,  in  fix  years,  you  will  have  gained  money  enough 
to  purchafe  a  vote,  if  you  pleafe :  this  privilege  the 
meaneft  man  may  foon  acquire  by  perfevering  in  his 
labours,  and  the  richeft  will  lofe  it  fhould  he  be  idle 
and  fpend  his  property.  I  fet  out  without  any  thing, 
?nd  have  got  a  vote ;  an  J,  fhould  my  fon  be  an  idle 
fellow  and  a  fpendthrift,  in  felling  what  I  leave  him, 
he  lo£s  his  vote. 

W.     Then 
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W.  Then,  matter,  from  all  this,  I  fuppofe  you  do 
not  approve  of  the  French  revolution  ? 

M.  How  often,  John,  muft  I  tell  you,  that  I 
feldom  trouble  my  head  about  thefe  matters ;  yet,  if 
you  wifh  to  know  my  fentiments,  I  will  tell  you  them. 
In  the  firft  place,  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  compari- 
fon  between  France  and  England:  there  were  certainly 
great  grievances  in  France ;  the  king  could  feize  the 
property  and  perfon  of  every  man;  he  could  reduce 
him  to  beggary,  could  confine  him  in  prifon,  and  take 
away  his  life.  Can  the  king  of  England  do  any  iuch 
thing?  I  believe,  John,  that  you  would  be  glad  that 
Jie  were  to  take  you  up  without  your  offending  againft 
the  laws ;  it  would  be  a  good  fortune  to  you. 

W.  Why,  to  be  fure,  mailer,  I  would  make  him 
pay  fauce  for  it. 

M.  Then,  John,  if  you  would  make  him  pay 
fauce  for  it,  and  he  can  do  you  no  injury  without  your 
having  the  fame  redrefs  againft  him  as  you  could  have 
againft  any  of  your  fellow-fubjects,  are  you  not  in  the 
eye  of  the  law  equal  to  the  king  ? 

W.  True,  mafter,  we  are  fo  in  England,  but  you 
own  it  was  not  the  cafe  in  France,  and  therefore  they 
were  certainly  right  in  what  they  did. 

M.     That  is  a  different  thing,  John  :  it  doe:      >r 
follow,  that,  if  government  acted  \vr<  i 
have  acted  light ;  I  only  know  this,  J  jhn,  that  it  .'(v)ears 
to  me  there  never  was  a  time  when  lew 
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right  in  France;  and  T  will  give  you  two  inftances  of  it 
hi  what  has  happened  to  myfelf.  You  remember  that 
fhopkeeper  in  Parir-,  who  refilled  to  pay  me,  about 
icven  years  ago,  for  a  quantity  of  hardware  that  I  lent 
out  to  him :  I  went  to  Paris,  you  alio  remember, 
applied  to  one  of  their  courts  of  juftice,  and  got  my 
money. 

W.  To  be  fure,  matter,  it  would  be  very  hard  if 
every  man  were  not  paid  his  own. 

M.  Yes,  John:  but  what  has  happened  fince. — I 
fbflt  out  another  parcel  of  hardware  laft  vear,  to  a 
peribn  at  Marfeiiles,  who  alfo  refuted  to  pay  me  ■,  I  went 
there  to  oblige  him,  I  found  there  were  no  longer  any 
courts  of  juftice ;  1  found  that  he  was  become  a  great 
patriot,  a  captain,  John,  in  the  national  guards,  and 
he  only  laughed  at  me,  and  told  me,  if  I  teazed  hina 
about  money,  he  would  denounce  me,  as  he  called  it, 
and  have  me  put  in  prifon. 

IV.  What,  put  you  in  prifon  when  he  owed  you 
money !    \Y  hy  mafter  he  mud  be  a  great  rafcal  indeed ! 

M.  This  was  not  all,  John : — to  appear  a  little fmart, 
I  had  carried  with  me  a  new  coat,  with  handfome  fteel 
buttons ;  in  this  I  walked  the  ftreets,  and  was  followed 
by  fome  boys,  who  began  to  call  out,  Cf  Ariftxx 
"  ariftocrat  V  (a  word  which  means  an  enemy  to  their 
Conftitution)  a  mob  immediately  furrounded  me,  dragged 
me  through  the  ftreet.  and  would  have  hung  me  on 
one  of  the  ropes  on  which  they  hang  their  lanterns,  if 
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luckily,  my  banker  had  not  come  by,  refcued  me  from 
their  hands,  by  alluring  them  that  I  was  in  England  a 
great  patriot,  or  what  he  called  a  Jacobin. 

W.  Lord,  matter,  were  not  you  frightened  ter- 
ribly ? 

M.  Certainly  I  was,  John;  and  I'll  take  care  how 
I  venture  there  again. 

W.  But,  m after,  the  common  people  in  France, 
fuch  as  myfelf,  live  furely  better  than  they  did. 

M.  How  fo,  John!  manufactures  are  at  end; 
and,  when  the  matter  can  no  longer  fell  his  commodi- 
ties, he  can  no  longer  pay  the  journeymen. 

W.     Why,  what  becomes  of  them  ? 

M.  They,  John,  as  well  as  all  of  fimiiar  de- 
feription,  fuch.  as  fervants,  labourers,  and  the  lower 
clafs  of  manufacturers,  are  obliged  to  enter  into  the 
armies  for  bread;  they  are  paid  fifteen  pence  a  dav,  but 
they  are  paid  in  paper ;  that  paper  they  are  forced  tt> 
exchange  for  little  more  than  half  of  the  commodities 
that  could  formerly  be  purchafed  with  money  of  the 
lame  amount;  they  march  without  fhoes  or  ftockjo^s, 
.'Hid  their  necefilties  oblige  them  to  plunder,  or  exaft 
contributions  from  every  country  thev  enter. 

IV.  Why,  I  thought,  matter,  they  carried  liberty 
every  where  ? 

M.     It  don't  appear  fo,  John,  from  the  event  that 
•tely  taken  place  at  Frankfort,  where  the  in' 
ha*e  driven  out  theft  friends  I  and  from  the 
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account  that  the  inhabitants  of  Nice  have  prefented  to 
the  national  affembly,  in  which  they  complain  that  the 
French  have  raviilied  their  wives  and  daughters,  and 
ftole  their  goods : — how  fhould  you  like  that,  John  ? 

W.     Faith,  mailer,  not  at  all ! 

M.  Nor  is  this  the  only  thing  to  be  dreaded  j  the 
farmer  and  labourer  have  left  their  ploughs,  to  preach 
or  fight  for  reform ;  the  confequence  is,  that  the  ground 
has  been  uncultivated,  a  famine  begins  to  appear,  and 
all  provifions  are  double  the  price  of  what  they  were 
before  the  revolution: — how  mould  you  like  this,  John, 
who  complain  of  the  price  of  things,  when  bread  is  no 
dearer  than  it  was  ten  or  twenty  years  ago  ?  In  fhort, 
John,  if  the  French  and  their  doctrines  come  here,  I 
fhall  fhut  up  my  mop,  and  have  done  with  bufinefs;  I 
fhall  place  my  money  where  I  can  moft  fafely,  and 
even  bury  it  under  ground,  fooner  than  lend  it  to  a 
conftitution  that  fubfifls,  as  their's  does,  by  violence, 
and  where  every  perfon,  who  is  fufpected  or  accufed  of 
being  an  ariftocrat,  is  dragged  to  prifon  without  any 
evidence,  and  is  afcerwards  mafTacred  by  the  populace. 
The  French  have  always  been  our  enemies ;  and,  if  they 
once  enter  England,  they  will  not  forget  to  revenge 
themfelves  for  the  many  times  we  have  beaten  them  by 
fea  and  land ;  nor  do  I  defire  any  of  their  equality, 
fince,  as  this  country  now  Hands,  I  can  become  by 
induflry  and  economy  equally  rich  as  a  lord,  and, 
while  I  behave  myfelf  with  propriety,  am  equally 
independent  as  the  king. 


(     <5    ) 

W.  Right,  matter !  and  I  thank  you  for  explaining 
all  this  to  me  j  and,  inftead  of  going  to  the  liberty-club, 
I  will  begin  my  work ;  for,  I  mould  not  like  to  fee  a 
Frenchman  lie  with  my  wife,  or  take  the  bread  out  of 
my  children's  mouths ;  and  I  now  fee,  that,  if  I  go 
on  as  you  do,  and  mind  my  bufinefs,  I  may  in  time 
be  as  rich  and  as  happy  as  you. 


\ 


FINIS. 
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